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PRESS RELEASE
October 4, 2006                                                                             For Immediate Release

Crisis in the Courts: Incest, Domestic Violence and Child Custody
WHY DO PARENTS -- USUALLY MOTHERS -- RISK LOSING THEIR CHILDREN TO THE ABUSIVE OR VIOLENT PARENT WHEN THEY SEEK PROTECTION IN FAMILY COURT? 

What legal and legislative remedies are needed to protect children?
O’Melveny and Myers LLP will host Justice For Children’s Annual Child Abuse and Custody Awareness Event on Thursday, October 5, 2006 at 6:30 pm.
Excerpts from two highly-acclaimed documentaries will be shown: 

Small Justice: Little Justice in America’s Family Courts (http://www.smalljustice.com) 

Breaking the Silence: Children’s Stories (http://www.tatgelasseur.com/pages/bts.html)
Guest speakers:

Gregory F. Jacob, Esq. serves as Special Assistant to the President on Domestic Policy. Mr. Jacob does pro bono work for Justice For Children in his personal capacity and argued the landmark Fox v Wills case that led to passage of the first U.S. law establishing that court-appointed attorneys owe “a duty of ordinary care and diligence” to their child clients.
Paul Griffin, Esq. Counsel with O'Melveny & Myers LLP. Mr. Griffin performs pro bono work for Justice For Children. See also his Protective Parent Reform Act: http://www.paulgriffin.org/?page=PPRA
Michael Walsh, Esq. Counsel with O'Melveny & Myers LLP. Mr. Walsh also performs pro bono work for Justice For Children.

Joyana L. Silberg, Ph.D. Executive Vice President, The Leadership Council for Child Abuse and Interpersonal Violence, Coordinator, Trauma Disorders Services for Children, Sheppard Pratt Hospital, Baltimore, MD.
Viola Vaughan-Eden, Ph.D. LCSW Child Abuse Program, Children’s Hospital of King’s Daughters.
Pamela Pine, Ph.D.  Ex. Director, Stop the Silence: Stop Child Sexual Abuse.
When: October 5, 2006
When: 6:30 pm – Refreshments will be served
Where:  O’Melveny and Myers LLP    1625 Eye Street, N.W.   Washington, D.C. 20006 

Near the Farragut North (Red Line) and Farragut West (Blue & Orange Lines) Metro Stations
Co-sponsored by 
The Domestic Violence Legal Empowerment and Appeals Project at GWU School of Law
The Leadership Council on Child Abuse and Interpersonal Violence 
Stop the Silence: Stop Child Sexual Abuse 
and the Battered Mothers Custody Conference, National Sponsor
Justice For Children
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