FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Chip St. Clair -- (248) 593-6093 March 17, 2006 BIRMINGHAM, MICHIGAN – 
Michigan’s children are one step closer to realizing the safe childhood we wish for them. On March 14, representatives from Justice for Children – Michigan, a local chapter of the award winning, national nonprofit, testified before the House Judiciary Committee in Lansing on behalf of legislation sponsored in part by Rep. David Law. The bills represent a tough stance to protect children, one that “must be passed to ensure our children’s safety,” says Regional Director Chip St. Clair. St. Clair testified before committee members alongside Mark Lunsford, whose daughter Jessica had been kidnapped, sexually assaulted, and murdered only yards from her home in Florida. GPS trackers for life for those who commit 1st or 2nd degree sexual assault against a child, and life sentences to 25 year minimums for 1st degree child sexual assault were among the bills passed by the Judiciary Committee unanimously. The House voted and passed the bills the same afternoon 102 – 3. The Senate will hear testimony for the bills in the coming weeks. “This is the only way to protect our children from sexual predators. Once the bills are signed into law, prosecutors and law enforcement will have the tools to save lives. This legislation is gaining justice for our children,” says St. Clair. St. Clair says he plans to share this victory at Justice for Children’s 2nd Annual fundraising event, hosted by the Royal Park Hotel in Rochester and emceed by Kam Carman on Saturday, April 8th. Highlights include a fashion Show by Marshall Field’s, Pegasus Theatrical, and the I Group Model and Talent Management, an award ceremony honoring John Walsh of America’s Most Wanted, Plexus Systems, and Alison Arngrim of Little House on the Prairie, and a special performance by LaShell Griffin, winner of Oprah’s Pop Star Challenge. Sheriff Michael Bouchard is also among the award recipients during a “Salute to Law Enforcement” ceremony. 
“We have accomplished some great things in the short time the Michigan Chapter has been open, primarily due to such an energetic and supportive staff and Board. My passion is driven by my own childhood, having survived horrible abuse at the hands of my father…and later learning he was a fugitive –a convicted child murderer on the run for 26 years. Since I first began speaking about my story both locally and nationally, I realized that it was my duty to use my experiences to make a difference.” Chip invites the community to help Justice for Children make a difference. Sponsorships, donations, volunteering, and supporting events are all ways the community can be involved. To purchase tickets for the event on April 8th, or to learn more about Justice for Children and ways you can help, please call (248)593-6093 or email cstclair@justiceforchildren.org.

With nearly 3 million children reported abused each year, Justice for Children identifies and attempts to rescue children who fall through the cracks in the system, and fights relentlessly to bring child predators to justice. We are now developing programs for those on the front lines of child abuse. Proceeds from this event will help us to realize our goals of protecting the children who need us the most. * Chip St. Clair, Alison Arngrim, and LaShell Griffin are available for interviews upon request. Justice for Children Contact
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