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PRESS RELEASE

March 9, 2005 

Social workers get to decide which murders are investigated by the police!

Today in the Houston Chronicle, there is a story about two infants who are suspected of being murdered by their parents. 

Estella Olguin, Child Protective Services (CPS) spokeswoman is quoted saying, “Since there aren’t any other children in the home, we’re letting HPD (Houston Police Department) take the lead on this.”

Justice for Children is outraged at this comment because:

· Ms. Olguin accurately describes the current system of who is in charge of murder investigations – social workers.

· Police departments all over Texas happily let this comment pass without objection.

We talk to law enforcement officials and judges from all over the state. Individually every one of them will admit that allowing social workers to conduct criminal investigations is a travesty of justice. 

The Texas Senate took a bold step last month to fix this mockery of justice by introducing Senate Bill 6 calling for reform of CPS. In several parts of the bill, there was the language “law enforcement, assisted by the department (CPS) will conduct investigations of child abuse.”

Then the police lobbying groups howled that such language would mean an unfunded mandate for them and coerced the writers of the bill to change the language back to, “the Department (CPS) with assistance from law enforcement will conduct investigations of child abuse.” 

On behalf of abused children in Texas, JFC demands that law enforcement reclaim their legally mandated responsibility of investigating all crimes against the citizens of Texas. Social workers have the critical responsibility of protecting children. Police are charged with investigating crimes. Our lawmakers must make sure each do their job.
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